IRS NONPROFIT RESOURCES
Federal Resources for Starting & Maintaining Your Nonprofit
Starting a nonprofit involves both state-level formation and federal tax requirements. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is responsible federal tax-exempt status and related federal reporting requirements, while nonprofit corporation formation is generally governed by state law.
This resource page provides direct links to official IRS information to help you navigate the federal side of establishing and maintaining a nonprofit organization.

START HERE
IRS Charities & Nonprofits
The IRS Charities and Nonprofits section is the primary starting point for federal nonprofit information.
Topics include:
· Tax-exempt organizations
· Applying for tax-exempt status
· Annual filing requirements
· Forms and publications
· Charitable contributions
· Organizational life-cycle in_törmation
· Tax-exempt organization searches [image: ] Educational resources

BEFORE YOU APPLY FOR TAX-EXEMPT STATUS
Step 1: Establish Your Organization
State law generally governs nonprofit corporate status, while federal law governs federal tax-exempt status.
Before applying for federal tax exemption, the IRS recommends determining whether your organization is organized as a corporation. trust, or association, gathering organizational documents, determining state requirements, and obtaining an EIN. 

STEP 2: OBTAIN AN EIN
Employer Identification Number
An Employer Identification Number (EIN) is a federal identification number used by the IRS to identify your organization.
The IRS states that an organization must have an EIN even if it does not have employees. The organization should be legally formed before applying for an EIN.
Important
An EIN is not the same as federal tax-exempt status.

STEP 3: DETERMINE YOUR FEDERAL TAX-
               EXEMPT CATEGORY
Your organization's activities and structure determine which federal tax-exempt provisions may apply.
Organizations seeking recognition under Section 501(c)(3) generally use Form 1023 or, when eligible, Form 1023-EZ. Other exempt organization categories may use different applications.
Common IRS Resources
501 (c)(3) Charitable Organizations
Organizations that qualify under Section 501(c)(3) may include organizations organized and operated for purposes such as charitable, educational, religious, scientific, and certain other qualifying purposes.

STEP 4: APPLY FOR FEDERAL TAXEXEMPT 
               STATUS
Form 1023 or Form 1023-EZ
Most organizations seeking recognition under Section 501 (c)(3) use:
Form 1023
Application for Recognition of Exemption Under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
Certain organizations may qualify to use:
Form 1023-EZ
Streamlined Application for Recognition of Exemption Under Section 501 (c)(3)
The IRS requires Forms 1023 and 1023-EZ to be submitted electronically through Pay.gov, with the applicable user.
Eligibility for Form 1023-EZ should be determined using the IRS requirements before filing.
Important Timing Information
The IRS explains that, generally an organization that is required to file Form 1023 or Form 1023-EZ should file within 27 months from the end of the month in which it was organized to potentially have exemption recognized back to the date it was organized, subject to the applicable rules and exceptions.
You register on pay.gov to make payment once the application is completed.

STEP 5: LEARN ABOUT TAX-EXEMPT
               STATUS
IRS Publication 557
Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, provides detailed IRS guidance on tax-exempt organizations and the requirements that apply to various types of organizations.

STEP 6: UNDERSTAND YOUR ANNUAL 
               FILING REQUIREMENTS
Receiving tax-exempt status does not mean that your federal reporting responsibilities are finished.
In general, tax-exempt organizations must file an annual return or notice with the IRS unless an exception applies. Failure to file required returns or notices for three consecutive years generally results in automatic revocation of federal tax-exempt status.

WHICH IRS FORM DO YOU FILE?
Form 990
Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax
Generally used by larger tax-exempt organizations that are required to file a Form 990.

Form 990-EZ
Short Form Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax
Certain smaller organizations may be eligible to file Form 990-EZ instead of Form 990, based on the IRS filing thresholds and other requirements.

Form 990-N
Electronic Notice — e-Postcard
Most small tax-exempt organizations whose annual gross receipts are normally $50,000 or less may be eligible to file Form 990-N instead of Form 990 or 990-EZ, subject to applicable exceptions.
Important
Form 990-N is generally due on the 15th day of the fifth month after the end of the organization's tax year. For a calendar-year organization, that generally means May 15.

Form 990-PF
Private foundations generally use Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation, subject to the IRS rules applicable to private foundations.
ANNUAL FILING DEADLINE
For Forms 990, 990-EZ, and 990-PF, the general deadline is the 15th day of the fifth month after the organization's accounting period ends. For a calendar-year organization, the return is generally due May 15 of the following year. Form 8868 may be used to request an automatic sixmonth extension for these returns.
STEP 7: MAINTAIN YOUR FEDERAL TAX-
               EXEMPT STATUS
Your nonprofit should establish a compliance calendar that tracks:
· Federal annual filings
· State annual reports
· Charitable solicitation requirements
· Financial reporting [image: ]	Board meetings
· Required organizational disclosures
· Grant reporting deadlines
· Employment tax requirement, when applicable
· Other federal and state obligations

Remember
Tax-exempt status is an ongoing responsibility—not a one-time filing.
The IRS provides annual filing. reporting, and compliance resources through its Charities and Nonprofits section.
STEP 8: SEARCH FOR TAX-EXEMPT 
               ORGANIZATIONS
Tax Exempt Organization Search (TEOS)
The IRS Tax Exempt Organization Search (TEOS) allows users to research tax-exempt organizations and access information such as Form 990-series filings, Form 990-N notices, Pub. 78 data, automatic revocation information, and determination letters.
You Can Use TEOS To:
· Research nonprofits
· Check federal tax-exempt Status
· Review available Form 990 filings
· Find determination letters
· Review information related to automatic revocation
· Determine whether organizations are listed as eligible recipients of tax-deductible charitable contributions
STEP 9: UNDERSTAND CHARITABLE 
               CONTRIBUTIONS
When donors contribute to a nonprofit, federal deductibility depends on the organization's status and the applicable tax rules.
The IRS provides tools for determining whether an organization is eligible to receive tax deductible charitable contributions.

STEP 10: LEARN ABOUT PUBLIC 
                 DISCLOSURE
Tax-exempt organizations have certain public disclosure responsibilities.
For example, the IRS states that a tax-exempt organization generally must make its approved exemption application and supporting documents, along with its last three annual information returns, available for public inspection, subject to applicable rules and exceptions.
STEP 11: LEARN FROM THE IRS
IRS Stay Exempt Training
The IRS offers educational resources designed to help nonprofit leaders understand the responsibilities associated with tax-exempt status.
The IRS provides Stay Exempt interactive courses covering topics related to applying for and maintaining tax-exempt status
STEP 12: FOLLOW IRS NONPROFIT 
                 UPDATES
Tax laws, forms, procedures, and administrative requirements can change.
The IRS provides an Exempt Organizations Update resource to help organizations stay informed about developments affecting tax-exempt organizations.
SUBSCRIBE TO IRS EXEMPI ORGANIZATIONS UPDATES 

IRS NONPROFIT RESOURCE LIBRARY
Essential IRS Links
IRS Charities & Nonprofits
Your central starting point for nonprofit information.
IRS EIN Information
Obtain your organization's federal identification number.
Application for Federal Tax-Exempt Status
Explore Form 1023, Form 1023-EZ and other exemption applications.
Publication 557
Learn about federal tax-exempt status.
Annual Filing & Forms
Understand Form 990, Form 990-EZ, Form 990-N, and Form 990-PF requirements.
Tax Exempt Organization Search
Research nonprofit status. filings, and determination information.
IRS Stay Exempt
Access educational courses ror nonprofit organizations.
Exempt Organizations Update
Stay informed about IRS nonprofit developments.

YOUR IRS STARTUP CHECKLIST
· Legally establish the organization under applicable state law
· Obtain an EIN from the IRS
	[image: ]	Determine the appropriate federal tax-exempt category
· Review IRS eligibility requirements
· Gather Articles of Incorporation and other organizational documents
· Develop bylaws
· Establish your board and governance structure
· Determine whether Form 1023 or Form 1023-EZ applies, if seeking 501 (c)(3) recognition
· Submit the federal exemption application through the required process
· Maintain copies of your IRS filing and determination documents
· Identify your annual federal filing requirement
· Establish an annual compliance calendar
· Monitor federal and state requirements
· Keep financial and organizational records
· Review IRS updates regularly

A NOTE FROM MERCY INSTITUTE
Start With Your Mission. Build With Purpose. Govern With Accountability.
Creating a nonprofit is more than completing forms. It is about building an organization capable of delivering meaningful, measurable, and sustainable impact.
IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER
This page is provided for educational and informational purposes and is not legal, tax, accounting, or financial advice. Federal tax-exempt requirements can vary based on an organization's structure, activities, and tax status. State and local requirements may also apply. IRS forms, rules, procedures and deadlines may change. Always verify current requirements directly with the IRS and the appropriate state agencies, and consult qualified legal or tax professionals regarding your organization's specific circumstances.
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